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Viola Fletcher, the
oldest living survivor
of the Tulsa Race
Massacre.
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When Did We See You?
Some of the church folks in the crowd were confused,
looked around and asked Jesus, “When did we see you
hungry, thirsty, and imprisoned? And you say you were
beaten, shot, and hung? When did we see you treated like
an animal, and less than human?”
Matthew 22:35-40 (The RSVP Remix)
“I will never forget the violence of the white mob when
we left our home. I still see Black men being shot, Black
bodies lying in the street. I still smell smoke and see
fire. I still see Black businesses being burned. I still hear
airplanes flying overhead. I hear the screams,” Viola
Fletcher testified before a House Judiciary Subcommittee
last week, commemorating 100 years since the tragedy
occurred on May 31, 1921. She was 7 years old when
her town was burned to the ground and over 300 black
residents were killed without mercy over a period of two
days. “I have lived through the massacre every day. Our
country may forget this history, but I cannot.”
Jesus speaks, “Church folks, come and listen to what I
have to say. Some of you believe and practice the great
commandment to love God, and to love and welcome
neighbors and strangers. The rest of you love your nation
more than you love God. You serve idols and worship
yourselves. You ignore my commandment to love. Your
hatred unleashes genocide, ethnic cleansing, and
ruthlessly kills my sacred family members.”
The remixed Matthew 22:35-40 text incorporates a
contemporary feel so that our lived realities can be
seen and felt while many of us know that justice will not
prevail in our lifetime. Viola, her brother Hughes Van
Ellis, and Lessie Benningfield Randall spoke with clarity
as they recounted to lawmakers the day white anger was
unleashed in Greenwood. Their testimony included a
demand for reparations for the survivors.
“Some of you looked at me without judgment, fear, and
hatred. You saw me! Yes, you saw me hungry, thirsty,

naked, and imprisoned. You fed me, gave me clean
water and clothes, and came to see about me while I
was incarcerated. I had health concerns and pre-existing
conditions, and you provided free healthcare and
medicine. I was a stranger, separated from my family,
and caged like an animal and you came to advocate for
my release.”
Racism is alive. Racism and racists never stop professing
their love for country, guns, wealth, and a small white
god. Racism killed George Floyd. It was May 25, 2020, that
a human being with hatred in his heart murdered Floyd
by kneeling on his neck until he stopped breathing. Not
everyone wept and felt a sigh of relief when the verdict in
favor of sending George Floyd’s murderer to prison was read.

“Some of you believe and practice the
great commandment to love God, and
to love and welcome neighbors and
strangers. The rest of you love your
nation more than you love God.”
Many Christians are horrified when justice and reparations
are preached from the pulpit. Yet the visual horror of 300
black people murdered then and George Floyd’s murder
a year ago ignited a flame around the world that had
people shouting, marching, and protesting police brutality
and demanding justice for black lives. Jesus’s justice and
the Gospel was embodied in protestors who marched in
Germany, France, Palestine, London, Australia, and North
American cities.
Jesus replied, “You practiced love of neighbor to those
who were oppressed and marginalized, stereotyped
and hated, enslaved and put into cages. You stood in
solidarity with those who suffered under apartheid
conditions, lost their land, and experienced genocide.
You provided safe passage to freedom for your siblings.
You stood at gravesites with mothers and fathers whose
children had been murdered by the state. You cared for
grandmothers when hatred attacked them on the streets.
These are members of my family. Just as you did it for
them, you did for me.”
To read the rest of this story go to:
www.ucc.org/when-did-we-see-you/
by Velda Love | published on May 27, 2021
UCC Minister of Racial Justice
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We extend our extravagant welcome by providing a place
for people who are HIV+ to gather, be fed, supported
and to build community and by opening our cold weather
shelter for those who are houseless.

Words From Pastor Lynne
Today (May 25) is the anniversary of the murder of George
Floyd by a former Minnesota police officer who has been
convicted for his crime. It is a grey, rainy day and out
front is our T-Shirt Memorial to remember all Black and
brown people who have been killed by Portland police. In
spite of the rain, people have passed by the church, many
stopping to look at the banner and the t-shirts, some to
take pictures, some to leave flowers, to pray and to cry.
The memorial we installed on Sunday, May 23 is a very
moving tribute to our commitment for racial justice. I
spoke with one woman who was in tears. Her neighbor’s
son was remembered with a t-shirt. She thanked me and
all of us for our work and the memorial that gives names
and embodiment to people who have died by the hands of
those sworn to protect.
Ainsworth UCC, it is such an honor to be your pastor.
I thank you for your commitments to justice, service
and extravagant welcome. Time and again people share
with me their gratitude for who we are and what we
do in our community. From advocating for racial justice
to immigrant justice, GLBTQ justice, economic justice,
environmental justice, gender justice, we are striving to
do the work we are called to do as disciples of Jesus.

The May 23 T-Shirt Memorial marked the first time our church family
gathered in person since the beginning of the pandemic.

As we look ahead through the pandemic and beyond, we
will continue to serve, once more opening our building
for others who also need support in helping them deal
with addiction and alcoholism. We will continue to work
for justice, collecting even more signatures in our work
to end gun violence, speaking out for mental health
and addiction support, and we will continue to work at
responding to the housing crisis that is so pervasive.

Ainsworth UCC, it is such an honor to
be your pastor. I thank you for your
commitments to justice, service and
extravagant welcome.
I also have no doubt that God will call us in new ways
to respond, to advocate, to accompany, and we will find
new ways to be church gathered and scattered. We are
planning social gatherings in June, as well as outside
worship experiences this summer. I pray you all find a way
to feel connected to this amazing community in variety of
ways—come, engage, be fed socially, morally, physically,
intellectually and most importantly spiritually. As we
celebrate Jesus, we are fed from the bread of life, the
living water and the Holy Spirit.
-Pastor Lynne

Marvin Lynn and his sons place t-shirts in front of Ainsworth UCC to
remember Black and brown people killed by Portland Police.
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Reverend Lynda Bigler joins the
Ecumenical Disabilities Advocacy
Network (EDAN)
In April, Reverend Lynda Bigler was asked to join the
Ecumenical Disabilities Advocacy Network (EDAN)—North
America. EDAN is a standing committee of the World
Council of Churches.

Good in the Hood Festival
This year the 28th Annual Good in the Hood Festival is
going Virtual! That means we are inviting you to be in
our virtual parade where you can make a 30-90 second
video of your group marching, performing, etc. that will
be blended into a parade format. Friends, family and
the community will see you live streamed on Facebook,
YouTube and Vimeo on June 26th and 27th. Go to www.
goodnthehood.org for festival information.

In this role, Rev. Lynda attended the WCC Pilgrim Team
Visit concerning the indigenous peoples of the Arctic
Circle. In May she is attending their Pilgrim Team Visit
regarding Standing Rock. She will be reporting back to us
about her experiences.
-Rev. Lynda Bigler

There is No Parade Fee for community groups!
General Festival Information
Virtual Festival Dates: June 26th and 27th
Virtual Festival Time: 3:00PM -7:00PM on the 26th & 27th
Go to www.goodnthehood.org on June 26th for streaming
links on: Facebook, Youtube and Vimeo.
Content

Ainsworth Activity Day- Kayak/Canoeing
Join us on Saturday, June 12 at 1:00pm.

For example, you can have a video of your group
marching, performing, or salute those in your group or
community who reached out to help people during the
pandemic.

We will launch at Vancouver Lake with kayaks, canoes,
etc. Bring your boat and if you don’t have one, we have
a number of kayaks that are available for our use. No
experience, we have some folks with double kayaks who
can help you. Bring snacks, towel, layers for comfort and
a life vest. Details will be coming. Please register with
Pastor Lynne, let her know if you have a boat and life vest
or need one.

Time Allocation: 30-90 second video by using your iPhone
or camera, etc.

-Pastor Lynne
pastor@ainsworthucc.com

The virtual format allows for more creativity in how you
want to represent your organization or brand, within
COVID guidelines of course.

Format: Make sure it is a Horizontal shot

Sundays in June

Deadline to Submit Video: June 13th
How to sign your group up in the virtual parade?
Complete this form and upload your video:
forms.gle/Lm2gUwKMxbMkJ25C6
Let us know if you have any questions. See you in the
virtual parade!
-Denise Millhollen, Parade Chairperson
dmillhollen@gmail.com

“How do We Know”
June 6 Mark 3:20-35
Liturgist: Stephanie Holloway-Nunn
June 13

“Flourishing”
Mark 4:26-34
Liturgist: Fred Smith

Father’s Day; Gay Pride Sunday:
June 20 “Where’s Your Life Vest”
Liturgist: Allison Brinkhorst
June 27

Loving Decision Sunday
Liturgist: Joslyn Baker
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SACRED CONVERSATIONS
TO END RACISM

Critical Race Theory
The following editorial by Ron Charles, published by The
Washington Post Book Club is shared by Rev. Lynda Bigler.
To hear the hysterical claims of right-wing politicians,
you’d think critical race theory were the greatest threat
to American freedom since fluoridated water (wapo.
st/3vAhoyX). As public policy, this is poppycock; as
political theater, it’s genius. In less than a year, the
GOP has discovered an obscure academic perspective,
strategically misrepresented it and used it to drown
out constructive discussion of systemic racism (wapo.
st/3fPpVHO). In short, critical race theory is Ronald
Reagan’s Cadillac-driving welfare queen transformed
into the next boogeyman for a new generation of cynical
politicians (wapo.st/3wHeeti).
The recent bans on “divisive” teaching in Oklahoma,
Idaho and Tennessee public schools show how critical
race theory is being used as a straw man to avoid
acknowledging endemic racial divisions. And Republicans
in Texas are working to pass a law that reads like The
White Man’s Fragile Feelings Protection Act. Their
bill prohibits even considering that anyone “should
feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of
psychological distress on account of his or her race or sex.”
It gets worse: Texas social studies teachers who dare
to discuss current events or controversial topics must
“strive to explore such issues from diverse and contending
perspectives without giving deference to any one
perspective.” Imagine how that moral vacuity could play
out in the classroom: “Good point, Johnny, but let’s also
examine the positive side of a mob smashing into the
Capitol and hunting down the vice president.”
For history and social studies teachers—and textbook
publishers!—these absurd limits on free speech and
intellectual inquiry will be a legal landmine. And it won’t
be long before school boards have to deal with complaints
about novels that make some parents “feel discomfort.”
Opponents of literature that examines racist elements of
American society will have yet another tool to challenge
books by Angie Thomas, Jason Reynolds, Richard Wright,
Ralph Ellison, Toni Morrison—any author who might risk
leading a student toward critical thought.

Your Sacred Conversations to End Racism (SC2ER) team
has been working to help Ainsworth reach its goal
to become an antiracist congregation. We need your
feedback in order to move forward in this work. Many
of you remember Willie Poinsette’s sermon which called
the church to action. Since then, we met last spring in
small groups to watch and discuss the documentary on
Portland’s history of housing segregation. In the fall, we
met virtually with Walidah Imarisha to learn more about
Oregon’s racist history. This spring we worked with the
Community Ministry Team on the May 23 T-Shirt Memorial
to remember and commemorate the killing of George
Floyd and Black and brown persons killed locally by the police.
Our plan moving forward is to offer opportunities for
Sacred Circle small group Zoom gatherings. We will be
sharing more about these Sacred Circles throughout the
spring and summer months. Right now, we’re asking you
to respond to this survey to help us plan and design these
Sacred Circle gatherings. Surveys are due by June 13th.
Please feel free to reach out to anyone on the team if you
have questions.
SC2ER Team: Judi Pitre, Janine Delauney, Stella Pat
Holmes-Wood, Beth Poteet, Rev. Cecil Prescod, Joslyn
Baker, Sarah Butler, Pat Rumer, Rev. Lynne Smouse-Lopez

A Note From Your Treasurer
In this long strange year we have all had to learn new
ways of doing things and for some of us that might include
new ways of giving to our church. I recently attended a
meeting of church treasurers from around the Central
Pacific Conference where electronic giving was discussed.
Churches are using a variety of systems with varying
convenience and costs. Ainsworth currently has VANCO as
the Donate option on our website.This is a convenient way
to give, but it does incur a charge to Ainsworth for each
transaction. If you want to give regularly online the most
cost-effective option is using your bank’s Billpay function.
There is no charge to you or to the church for this service.
The Finance Ministry Team is exploring other online
options such as Text2Give and weighing the costs of each.
This congregation has done a wonderful job of supporting
the ministry of Ainsworth during this time of pandemic
and we want to make that support as convenient as
possible for everyone.
Let me know if you have suggestions or questions.
-Becky Martin, Treasurer
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Moderator’s Report
AUCC 2020 Budget as of May 1
Doing Well
On Track
Need Help

We are getting closer & closer to reuniting within CDC
guidelines. In the meantime, mark your calendars for Church
in the Park on Aug 15th! Thank you to the Faith Formation
Ministry Team (MT) for organizing this great event.
The kitchen remodel is set to restart in early June,
however, with the delay, other projects moved ahead
of us and our cabinets will not be installed until midOctober . The most affected by this is the Day Center,
and we will continue to work with them to accommodate
their needs, the best we can.
Our April CG meeting had about 33% of our voting
members attend. We voted to support the initiation of
the Children’s Project and endorsed the Palestine Israel
Network (PIN) resolution to be sent to the General Synod
this July.
The 2020-21 Church Council (CC) is drawing to a close.
If you did not have an opportunity to fill out our annual
Time & Talent Survey from the Nominating Committee,
please contact any member (Norma Godfrey, Silvia Eagan,
Linda Jaramillo, Catherine Potter or Dave Sutton) and let
them know of your interest to serve on a committee, a
MT, the CC or as a CC officer. Your perspective, activism
and service to our church is greatly appreciated. If you
are on the fence about participating in any role or need
more information, please reach out to anyone on the
Council, our moderator-elect or myself and we can direct
you on who would be a good source of information &
experience. This all means our last CG meeting for 202021 service year, is Sunday, July 25th. Please mark your
calendars to vote in members for our Pastoral Relations
Committee, Nominations Committee, Church Council
officers and members (MT liaisons).
As always please feel free to email me at moderator@
ainsworthucc.org or your moderator-elect at
moderatorelect@ainsworthucc.org with any church
related thoughts, questions or concerns.
May health, peace & blessings be in your path,
-Inés Campoverde, Moderator
moderator@ainsworthucc.org

Juneteenth is Sat. 6/19

June 2021

Seeking Spiritual Enrichment? Craving
Deeper, More Meaningful Connections
With Others In The Community?
We all have a story to tell, but we don’t always have
an opportunity to be heard and share our story in a
safe, confidential, and judgement-free environment.
Or perhaps our story is so personal and profound that
we prefer to keep it to ourselves while enjoying the
histories, herstories, anecdotes, and tales of our friends.
Storytelling and story-sharing can be an inspirational
way to nurture healing and growth, both personally and
communally.
The Ainsworth UCC WISE (Welcoming Inclusive Supportive
Engaged) Committee seeks to create a new Spiritual
Enrichment Group as an informal way to invite individuals
in the community to connect, engage, share stories and
experiences, and offer support and encouragement to one another.
If you would be interested in joining this Spiritual
Enrichment Group, please contact:
Verlin Byers
vvb1969@msn.com | 503.317.3973
The group will meet either weekly or every other week,
depending on the level of interest. Day and time TBD.

Summer Tree Walks Planned
Ever wonder about the different trees that surround the
church property? Do you want to get out of the house,
learn about trees and enjoy the natural beauty in our urban
environment? Well then come join Doug Trotter on a series
of three tree walks this summer, the first taking place on
Saturday June 19th from 10am to 12 noon at the church.
Doug, resident tree expert and congregation member
will lead a tree walk and talk about the more than
thirty species of trees/shrubs that beautify our church
landscape. Learn about the giant western red cedars and
how native peoples used it for many purposes as well as
the ancient dawn redwood, which once grew in Oregon 70
million years ago, was thought to be extinct, then it was
rediscovered in China in the 1940s.
Due to current Covid restrictions on gathering size and
social distancing, participation will be limited to the first
12 people who sign up. Please contact Doug Trotter (503975-2296 or drtrotter@juno.com) for more details.
Two other tree walks are being considered, one in July
and the last in August. The second will be along NE
Ainsworth Linear Arboretum, a two mile long, volunteer
maintained, showcase of different tree species. The last
will be a field trip to Hoyt Arboretum, a city operated and
maintained tree museum, with more than 2,300 species
and covering 190 acres and 12 miles of trails within Forest
Park. Participation will also be limited, depending on
Covid restrictions in place at the time. Walks will take
place rain or shine (hopefully more shine!).
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Debate: Reform vs. Abolish
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 6PM 8PM
This debate will take on a topic major cities across the
country are grappling with in the wake of George Floyd’s
death: “Reforming the Police” versus “Abolishing the
Police.”

June 2021

97 years young, Mary Takayanagi, with
Pastor Lynne and Magnolia Jackson,
visited the Ainsworth Garden.

Moderated by Ainsworth UCC’s own Bruce Poinsettte
Jr. and Donovan Smith. We Out Here editor Mac Smiff will
lead Team Abolish, while Gresham City Council Member
Vince Jones-Dixon will lead Team Reform.
This is a free, virtual event which will be streaming on
Vanport Mosaic’s Facebook LIVE and on the 2021 Virtual
Festival Page: www.vanportmosaic.org/festival2021
This Virtual Event is part of the 6th Annual Vanport Mosaic
Festival, May 26–June 30, 2021. Check the website for
other great events celebrating the lessons of resilience
and resistance as defined and told by historically
oppressed communities.

Vince Jones-Dixon

Mac Smiff

Contribute to the Chronicle
Are you a creative person? Send your (brief) poems,
interesting photos or artwork for publication in
the AUCC Chronicle for sharing with our Church
Community.
Email to: mrnicklp@gmail.com
-Editor

June Birthdays
Diane Anderson

6/9

Sharon McNeill

6/2

Arika Bunyoli

6/29

JahNia Nash-Sedda 6/7

Salome Bunyoli

6/24

Sharon Nelson

6/11

Andrea Cano

6/12

Carol Pinegar

6/10

Maurice Davis

6/27

Rachel Pinegar

6/28

Shealynn Davis

6/21

Bernette Pleas

6/4

Ileana Dorn

6/14

Catherine Potter 6/6

Laurel Durham

6/8

Maya Puggarana 6/27

Judy Eichler

6/7

Clinton Rockey

6/29

Elisabeth Goodling 6/1

Beatrice Singleton 6/6

Larissa Hagman

6/23

Larry Stephens

6/27

Odessa Hendrix

6/25

Thomas West

6/5

Aine McCarthy

6/9

Happy Birthday to All!

Annie & Ross Danielson Shelly Penix, Ron Pleas, Anita
Chimuku, Jean Bucciarelli, Verlin Byers, Ruby HaughtonPitts & sister Felicia, Chelyn Joseph, Shannon Hillis,
Jean Scott, Rev. Chuck Currie, Rev. Teresa & Stephanie
Holloway-Nunn, Craig & Claire Chabala, Mabel Johnson,
Kathy, Lara & Larry Harmon, Phyllis Nielsen, Sharon Grant,
Elisabeth Goodling, Ceilidh Kirk, Ann Pine & Becky Martin,
Marceline Gearry & family, Shiloh Rockey, Katie Ferris,
Nichole Smouse-López, Kamil López, Laurel Durham’s
mother- Patty, Health Care providers, First Responders,
Farmworkers & Food processing workers, all who have
been impacted by covid-19, disasters, victims of gun
violence and their families, immigrants and refugees, the
UCC in all its settings and the Earth and all Creation.

Need or want to submit to the Prayer List?
If you want prayers said for yourself or others, we can get
those prayers sent out on the prayer chain.
Contact Peggy West at: jpwest@teleport.com or call her at
503-659-7922.
“People we pray for regularly come to receive a very
special place in our heart and in the heart of God, and
they are helped. Sometimes, this happens immediately and
sometimes over time.” -Henri Nouwen
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Ainsworth United
Church of Christ
2941 NE Ainsworth St. Portland, OR
97211

The Chronicle is a publication of Ainsworth United Church of Christ,
a multiracial, multicultural, open & affirming congregation.

(503) 284-8767

Submission is easy!

www.ainsworthucc.org
Church Business E-mail
office@ainsworthucc.com

Pastor
Lynne Smouse López

Mark your Calendars.
Next Submission Deadline: June 23
Email to Nick Putnam at: mrnicklp@gmail.com
Please include your name and phone number on all submissions.
Remember to support Ainsworth in your will. Consider
a bequest to “Ainsworth United Church of Christ.”

Minister of Faith Formation
Rev. Cecil Prescod
Office Administrator
Shawn Burchfield
Minister of Music/Accompanist
Dan Gaynor
Custodian
Ben Chimuku
AUCC Webmaster
Caleb Paul and Kathy Tymoczko

Follow Ainsworth United Church of Christ on Twitter and Facebook

Chronicle Editor
Nick Putnam
@ainsworthucc
Also online at: www.ainsworthucc.org

Ainsworth United Church of Christ
2941 NE Ainsworth St.
Portland, OR 97211
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