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In his book Lies across America: What Our Historic 
Sites Get Wrong, Smithsonian historian and author 
James Loewen uncovers the truth about white America: 
its monuments reinforce the lies we tell and the truths 
we hide about our racist past.

Since the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, there 
has been a serious movement to rediscover hidden truths 
about racism and to demolish monuments to our racist 
past. Statues of insurrectionists, Confederate traitors, 
and racist, slave-holding and slavery-defending oligarchs 
have been toppled. New markers and museums that tell 
the truth about the courage, creativity, and remarkable 
endurance of enslaved populations are finally being built. 
Getting this story right is important.

Fierce debates are now ensuing as white supremacists, 
manifesting both their privilege and their ignorance, seek 
to shut down one source of this rediscovered history: 
critical race theory. Largely ignorant of what it actually 
teaches and fueled by fear that the established white 
infrastructure will soon collapse under the weight of 
truths revealed, white bigots are running scared and 
trying hard to stop a growing movement for racial equity 
and justice.

It is in this cauldron of growing tension between those 
who want to perpetuate systems of white privilege and 
those who want to dismantle it that the United Church 
of Christ begins two projects we hope will engage us as 
critical allies in the struggle for racial equity.
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At the behest of the United Church of Christ Board of 
Directors, the National Setting of the UCC has hired a 
firm to conduct a thorough race audit of our practices, 
our policies, and our documents. To what extent does 
the National Setting continue to center whiteness and 
manifest privilege? That is the question we are seeking 
answers to in an effort to cast honest eyes on our past 
and present and ferret out any and all vestiges of our 
white privilege.

And by recommendation of the Mission Planning Council 
of the United Church of Christ, the National Setting is 
also engaging the entire denomination in a coordinated 
effort to uncover all the truth there is to be told about 
our commitments to become an anti-racist church. Velda 
Love, our Minister for Racial Justice, will lead what we 
are calling “Join the Movement,” which launched at 
General Synod. The invitation is for churches to act for 
racial justice and equity, and then share their stories of 
committed justice action on the soon-to-be-launched 

“Join the Movement” website.

At the behest of the United Church of 
Christ Board of Directors, the National 
Setting of the UCC has hired a firm 
to conduct a thorough race audit of 
our practices, our policies, and our 
documents. 

Over the next biennium, and perhaps—likely—beyond, it is 
our hope that we will begin to recount our commitments 
to racial equity and to account for our racist past.

We must all do our part to commit to truth telling.

We must be vigilant in our dedication to dismantle the 
vestiges of white power and privilege.

We must uncenter whiteness as the norm.

We must recenter a Jesus whose love was freely offered 
to all.

We must recreate the body of Christ in the image and 
likeness of a God who shows no partiality.

Join the movement.

John Dorhauer is the General Minister and President for 
the United Church of Christ.
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We have a home for the refugee family from Central 
America! Tom Hibschman, who has been attending 
Ainsworth UCC for a few months and is just moving 
into NE Portland is opening up his new home to them. 
Fortunately, he has a self-contained unit in the lower level 
that will be comfortable for the family. Meet the family 
who is being brought to us by our friend Br. Modesto Leon 
on or about September 15th :  Gustavo Sermeño, from El 
Salvador & his partner Delia Carcamo from Honduras and 
their small daughter. We will have more information and 
hopefully sometime will be able to meet them in person.

With that in mind, Gustavo and Delia will have a big 
adjustment to make and will need various kinds of support 
as they begin a new life while awaiting the decision on 
their asylum application. If you are able to do anything 
like provide rides for them, financial support, or other, 
please let me know and we will add you to the wider 
community of support they will need.

Covid-19 update: With the rise in the variants, we 
continue to ask you to wear masks when you are inside 
the church building, except for singers or speakers when 

they perform. We also ask you to sign in each time you 
come to the church building on the main floor. The sheets 
are right in front of you when you enter in the main 
double doors. This way we can know who to contact in 
case of a covid positive case arising.

I know this new wave of covid cases is very discouraging, 
as is so much in our daily news. The impact of climate 
change/ climate chaos is weighing heavily on everyone. 
There is much to grieve, but let us not despair. We are a 
community of faith who needs one another.  Reach out to 
your community of faith- call those who may be missing. 
Email, text or phone people who may need uplifted. 
Contact us, your community, when you are the one who 
needs to be supported and uplifted. You are not alone. We 
are all called to have patience, to hold compassion and 
resilience, to practice respect for all and to share love.

There is much to grieve, but let us not 
despair. We are a community of faith 
who needs one another. 

Our children are going through so much right now as 
they begin a new school year. Students and teachers are 
having to adjust to in-person school, covid tensions and 
so many pressures. Please hold them all in your prayers 
and let us celebrate all students and teachers this Sunday- 
Faith Formation Sunday. Traci Hodgson will be preaching 
as we recognize the importance of education and faith 
formation in all our lives.

Stay safe. Blessings to you.

-Pastor Lynne

Words From Pastor Lynne

Michael Eagan Spirit Force (Ainsworth 
Callers) Looking for Volunteers!

Michael Eagan, Sylvia’s beloved life partner and our 
cherished friend, used to make regular phone calls to 
everyone in the church directory. His practice was to go 
down the list and make a few calls a week to let that 
person know that he was thinking about them. 

If they didn’t answer, he’d leave a wonderful voice 
mail message.  Michael said that he loved making the 
calls because they were uplifting for him too! While the 
frequency of his calls varied depending on his schedule, 
they always came “right on time.”  

Some of our callers have stepped down to attend to other 
volunteer ministries and we are so grateful for their 
commitment and care throughout the last year and a half!

We are in Search of a Few Volunteers to Assist in this 
Remarkable Ministry!!

Please contact Linda Jaramillo at mlindajaramillo@gmail.
com or Pastor Lynne at pastor@ainsworthucc.org for more 
detailed information and questions.  

May God’s peace and blessings shower us with hope and 
courage in this time of togetherness as we are physically 
apart.
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The Sacred Conversations to End Racism (SC2ER) 
planning group recently conducted a church-wide 
survey to learn more about what individuals and the 
church as a community seeks to learn and experience 
in our journey to be an anti-racist church. 

Thank you to all who participated in this survey. SC2ER 
wants to begin planning for how to turn the results of the 
survey into opportunities and resources for us all at AUCC. 
In 2022, SC2ER will begin using Sacred Circles to gather 
AUCC members and move deeper into our work together. 
Please continue reading to learn more about Sacred 
Circles. In coming months SC2ER will provide more details 
and information about this process and we look forward to 
working together with you all.

Sacred Circles
A “Sacred Circle” is a grouping of 7-15 people who 
covenant to:

• Be in relationship with & accountable to one another

• Meet (virtually) on a regular basis for a predetermined 
amount of time (each circle decides on their own 
rhythm for relationship; a suggestion is that Circles 
meet at least 1/month)

• Stay in touch with one another between Circle meetings

• Share learning & action to advance antiracism among 
AUCC members & our community.

A few notes on Sacred Circle makeup: Sacred Circles are 
a place for both seasoned leaders and for our friends and 
fellow congregation members who are newly ready to get 
off the sidelines. Circle members likely come from the 
same congregation and/or geographical community. It 
might be with people you are already in relationship with 
through existing groups or committees. You might form 
a Circle with a group of friends, neighbors or classmates 
who share a similar longing for justice and seeking to 
be anti racist. Circle membership may shift. While we 
encourage commitment and continuity, we also encourage 
growth. However, once a Circle grows beyond 15 people, 
we highly recommend “mitosis”—splitting into two smaller 
Circles—to maximize the level of trust, interaction, 
and connection between Circle members. Larger faith 
communities may have more than one Circle. 

Circle Co-Hosts
Each Sacred Circle is convened and supported by two 
“Circle Co-Hosts” who commit to:

• Host regular gatherings (at least 1/month) of the 
Circle 

• Keep Circle members informed

• Convene (virtually) approximately 1/month with other 
Hosts in their region

• Attend an initial Host training/orientation session, 
which will be offered periodically in order to engage 
new Hosts and Circles

• Stay in touch with the SC2ER planning group about 
upcoming learning and action opportunities and 
campaigns 

Sacred Circles are a place for both 
seasoned leaders and for our friends 
and fellow congregation members 
who are newly ready to get off the 
sidelines. 

A few notes on “hosting”: Co-Hosts will generally be 
responsible for sending out reminders to Circle members 
about meeting times, checking in with members in 
between sessions, facilitating Circle meetings (the SC2ER 
planning group will provide sample agendas and resource 
materials), ensuring communication systems are up and 
running, and coordinating with the SC2ER planning group. 

Circle of Circles
To strengthen cross-Circle and cross-congregational 
connections and coordination, the SC2ER planning group 
will host semi-regular “Circle of Circles” convenings. 
These convenings will bring together all Circle Hosts 
within a particular county or geographical region, or from 
a particular denomination, for shared learning, strategy 
development, and action planning. 

-Joslyn Baker

SACRED CONVERSATIONS
TO END RACISM
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Sundays in October

Oct 2 
(Sat.)

11:00am Service of Remembrance  
in the garden

Oct 3 UCC Central Pacific Conference Worship

Oct 10
Hispanic Heritage Celebration
Rev. Linda Jaramillo, Guest Preacher 
Liturgist: Ileana Dorn

Oct 17
Mental Health Sunday 
Rev. Tyler Connoley, Guest Preacher
Liturgist: Catherine Potter

Oct 24
Installation of Crosses
Br. Modesto Leon, Guest Preacher
Liturgist: Fred Smith 

Oct 31
All Saints Worship
Ruth 1:1-18; “Wherever You Go”
Liturgist: Allison Brinkhorst

Reception Dishes
Did you know that the church owns—for our use—a set of 
“Reception Dishes”? In the past they were often referred 
to as the Wedding Dishes. The set consists of mid-size 
plates, matching coffee/tea cups and small forks and 
spoons have been added to the set. A blessed soul in our 
congregation (anonymous?) donated approximately 90 
dessert forks and spoons to go with the dishes. This set is 
housed in a cupboard near the coffee bar for such special 
occasions.

-Colleen Davis

New Kitchen!!!
Greetings friends! If you have been lucky enough to run 
into David Nichols lately, you probably noticed the shiny 
halo hovering over him. 

He has volunteered countless hours helping with the 
development of our new kitchen downstairs. Elvira Hudson 
and Colleen Davis spent hours with the Lowes Kitchen 
design department (Ashwini Khan). At this writing we are 
SO CLOSE to accepting the new kitchen from our very own 
member Dennis Harris of Albina Construction.  

With the promise of ‘very soon’ we now have a kitchen 
crew: Magnolia Jackson, Beverly Perttu, Stella Holmes-
Wood, Bennie Hill, Walter Weaver, Pat King, Judy Eichler, 
Judy McKenzie, Carolyn Hinton, and Norma Godfrey. As 
we moved back into the kitchen and pantry in September, 
plan on taking a tour if you happen to be in the building 
in the evening or on the weekend in October. Michel Hall 
will be returned to its ‘old look’ and the Coffee Bar and 
kitchen are bright and shiny new.

First thing you might notice is that every cupboard and 
every drawer is labeled with who uses it. Most labels are 
Day Center OR Ainsworth.  

When Ainsworth people use the kitchen, there is no more 
borrowing or using what is labeled the Day Center. We are 
trying to label everything that we have acquired with our 
budget. And there is a new day in sharing a space. You will 
find things VERY organized. And we ask that you put things 
back where you found them. If you take home kitchen 
towels or tablecloths to launder, return them ASAP and 
put them in the same place that you took them from. I 
personally found 4 grocery store bags shoved to the back 
of various cupboards that had clean laundry in them. 

Kitchen Use: You will find instructions that we will 
share with the Day Center on how to care for the 
new appliances and installations, as well as operating 
instructions for the Dishwashers, stove tops, microwaves, 
ovens (both convection and regular) and the refrigerator/
freezer. We only have one refrigerator/freezer now and it 
is in the kitchen. 

Note: We had ordered white appliances as they are easier to 
keep clean, however we would still be waiting for them to 
make it West for delivery, so we switched to Stainless steel.  

By the way: The Dishwashers are commercial grade and 
quite impressive as to how hot the water reaches and how 
quickly the dishes are cleaned.

Perhaps you will consider using glasses, mugs, and snack 
plates for your coffee hour to cut down on paper goods 
and plastic ware. 

The dishwasher company will be training two folks from 
the Day Center and a couple of Ainsworth folks. Our 
volunteers will offer to give operating advice to whomever 
asks for guidance. There will be a sheet posted in the 
cupboard where the soap is kept.  

We thank you Dr. Elaine Bates for such generous giving to 
your Ainsworth Church and congregation. Elaine’s estate 
paid for the majority of kitchen expenses.   

-Colleen Davis
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This Month at The Chew
Are you plagued by anxiety? There’re all kinds out there:  
anxiety about your medical condition, fear of getting 
Covid, anxiety about home schooling, anxiety about your 
children not being socialized, anxiety about your ability to 
pay the rent or your mortgage, anxiety about returning to 
work. You name it. Anxiety about it is among us. 

This month we will be exploring what makes us anxious 
and ways to try and overcome it. We will try to find 
comfort in times of fear, what prayer can do, how 
forgiveness may help, get refocused, build our strength, 
and find refreshment. As always, we’ll be grounded in  
the Bible. 

Bring a snack, a sip, salad, sandwich, soup or a sweet. It’s 
part of how we Chew. 

Everyone and anyone is welcome!

See you Wednesdays from 11-12:30. Contact Pastor Lynda 
Bigler for zoom info at libigler@easystreet.net.

-Lynda Bigler

Book Review: This is How it Always Is 
by Laurie Frankel

Laurie Frankel parents a child who was born a boy and 
is now a girl. This book is the fictional story of a family 
whose youngest child is a boy who wants to be a girl. It 
looks at what happens next. How everyone struggles. How 
secrets were kept. How secrets can be exposed. How that 
affects the family and the world around them. 

The author says she was inspired to write this book by 
the debate about treating kids with puberty blockers. 
And how that compared to a world where wide ranges of 
normal can make the world a better place for everyone. 
She was inspired to write this book because of the 40% 
suicide attempt rate of trans and gender non-conforming 
kids and adults suffer. Finally, she was inspired to write 
this book to illustrate how difficult it is to parent during a 
time of facing a huge big deal, where all the parent has to 
work with is keeping the balance between what you know, 
what you guess, what you fear, and what you imagine. 

I found this book to be very informative and easy to read. 
The author provides terrific discussion questions at the end.

-Lynda Bigler

Green Team Discussion Group
The Green Team would like to announce an upcoming 
discussion group of the thought-provoking and beautifully 
written book Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer.  
Hers was the video “sermon” we presented at the Care for 
Creation Sunday in April. The discussion group will have 
5 sessions on Sunday evenings in October and November, 
beginning at 7pm and ending at 8:30. The specific Sundays 
are October 3, 10, 24 and November 7 and 21. We will 
skip some Sundays to give participants plenty of time to 
read the sections we will be discussing. Carol Pinegar and 
Janet Morris will be co-leaders of the discussion group. If 
you do not have the book, it can be purchased at Powell’s 
Books on Burnside or ordered online from them. There are 
many paperback copies available and it takes 2-3 days to 
ship. If you are planning to participate in our book study, 
please contact Janet Morris at janetmorris@hevanet.com 
or call her and leave a message at 503.778.0792.

-Janet Morris
Virtual Workshop on Asylum Seekers 
Sponsorship 
UCC immigrant welcoming congregations is partnering 
with The Multnomah monthly meeting of Quakers to 
support a workshop on how to sponsor asylum seekers.

Members from three denominations, United Church of 
Christ, Multnomah Monthly Meeting, and Temple Havurah 
Shalom have joined together to sponsor a virtual workshop 
on asylum sponsorship. 

The workshop is being presented by Asylum Seeker 
Sponsorship Project, on Wednesday, October 6, at 5:00 
to 6:30. 

For the Zoom link email Bruce Bishop bfife503@gmail.com

Many members of MMM came together to support Albert, 
now in possession of a green card and happily interning 
as a digital analyst in Phoenix. The immigration crisis at 
our Southern border has intensified. This workshop will 
help Friends and other attendees to understand who 
asylum seekers are, and the grueling process of seeking 
and actually obtaining asylum. It will also explain how 
individuals and congregations work to support asylum 
seekers through this convoluted process.

-Pat Rumer
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October Birthdays
Elizabeth Loveless 10/05
Magnolia Jackson 10/06
Jo Ann Tower 10/06
Renata Hahn-Francini 10/07
Gemma Pleas 10/09
M. Stephanie Holloway-Nunn 
10/10
Bruce Poinsette 10/12
Madeleine Putnam 10/12
Joene Pike 10/14

Diana Scholl 10/14
Whitley Pleas 10/16
Marceline Gearry 10/18
Teresa Hill 10/19
Wendy del Mar 10/20
Zack Thomas 10/27
Peggy West 10/27
Jo Ann Brand 10/30
Aaron Loveless 10/30
Barb Frank 10/31 

Shelly Penix, Ron Pleas, Anita Chimuku, Jean 
Bucciarelli, Lynn Soliday, Jackie Dvorak, Ruby 
Haughton-Pitts & sister Felicia, Chelyn Joseph, 
Shannon Hillis, Jean Scott, Rev. Chuck Currie,  
Rev. Teresa & Stephanie Holloway-Nunn, Craig & 
Claire Chabala, Mabel Johnson, Kathy Harmon, Phyllis 
Nielsen, Elisabeth Goodling, Ceilidh Kirk, Ann Pine & 
Becky Martin, Marceline Gearry, Shawn Burchfield & 
family, Shiloh Rockey, Katie Ferris, Nichole Smouse-
López, Kamil López, Health Care providers,  
First Responders, Farmworkers & Food processing 
workers, all who have been impacted by Covid-19, 
disasters, victims of gun violence and their families, 
people of Haiti and Afghanistan, the UCC in all its 
settings and the Earth and all Creation.

Need or want to submit to the Prayer List?
If you want prayers said for yourself or others, we can 
get those prayers sent out on the prayer chain. 

Contact Peggy West at: jpwest@teleport.com or call 
her at 503-659-7922. 

“People we pray for regularly come to receive a 
very special place in our heart and in the heart of 
God, and they are helped. Sometimes, this happens 
immediately and sometimes over time.” 

-Henri Nouwen

Contribute to The Chronicle
Are you a creative person? Do you have a news item? Send 
your stories, (brief) poems, interesting photos or artwork 
for publication in the AUCC Chronicle for sharing with our 
Church Community. 

Email to: mrnicklp@gmail.com

-Editor

We Need Flowers!
The Society for the Provision of Altar Flowers (SPAF) is 
always accepting flower arrangements or cash donations 
towards the purchase of flowers for Sunday services. 
This is an ongoing need and is always appreciated by the 
congregation. 

We welcome flower arrangements, or we are happy to 
purchase the flowers if money is donated. Even small 
donations are helpful as there is no line item in the 
budget for weekly flowers and typical arrangements are 
approximately $40-$50 each. 

Please consider making a donation. Even $10/month 
would make a big difference. Contact Christine Putnam if 
you have any questions at 503-381-9575 or gcput@yahoo.
com. Or, send a check to the office with “flowers” on the 
memo line.

-Christine Putnam

Halloween Game Night 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 30. Zoom 
details to come. We invite all ages, whole families, 
friends, to join us, in costume if you can, for games, 
prizes and fun.
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6:30 PM  
Church Council

6:30 PM  
Officers Meeting

Zoom info  
to come
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Ainsworth United  
Church of Christ  
2941 NE Ainsworth St. Portland, OR 
97211

(503) 284-8767

www.ainsworthucc.org

Church Business E-mail 
office@ainsworthucc.org

Pastor 
Lynne Smouse López
Minister of Faith Formation 
Rev. Cecil Prescod

Office Administrator 
Shawn Burchfield

Custodian 
Ben Chimuku

AUCC Webmaster 
Caleb Paul and Kathy Tymoczko

Chronicle Editor 
Nick Putnam

The Chronicle is a publication of Ainsworth United Church of Christ,  
a multiracial, multicultural, open & affirming congregation.

Mark your Calendars.  
Next Submission Deadline: October 24

Submission is easy!

Email to Nick Putnam at: mrnicklp@gmail.com

Please include your name and phone number on all submissions.

Remember to support Ainsworth in your will. Consider 
a bequest to “Ainsworth United Church of Christ.”

Follow Ainsworth United Church of Christ on Twitter and Facebook

Ainsworth United Church of Christ 
2941 NE Ainsworth St. 
Portland, OR 97211

Also online at: www.ainsworthucc.org

@ainsworthucc


