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Peace Is the Work of All Our Hands &
All Our Hearts
by Rhina Ramos | published on Dec 30, 2021
National Coordinator for Encuentros Latinx
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom God’s favor rests.”
NIV Luke 2:14
The arrival of Jesus is the desire of peace for our hearts
and for the earth. It is the gift of heaven to the people
waiting for a messiah. That is why Christmas is a season
full of light.
These past two years have been different because of
COVID. Christmas 2020 was uncertain, and thinking of
gathering together with family or faith communities
was not an option as a new surge of the virus was still
affecting the United States. The constant fear of being
infected with COVID-19 made our vision and hope difficult
to access.
I, for instance, lost two dear cousins to COVID-19 during
2021, and in 2020, my aunt Maria—my second mother—
also almost died when she got COVID, and her heart was
giving out. For many people, including faith leaders, the
pandemic has made it hard to find inspiration to continue
working for justice.
I have been feeling depleted in my faith and my soul. I
needed to find this new source of hope and I decided to
take a group of ten people down to El Salvador this past
November. El Salvador is my homeland and the place
that gives me a sense of belonging; something that I
often lacked as an immigrant in the United States. I left
El Salvador at age fourteen and did what many Central
American immigrants do: cross the US border illegally to
survive. In our case, we were fleeing the civil war of the
1980s in El Salvador. My mother and aunt brought us to
the US because they considered it safer. When we arrived,
we began our new life in a place where we were cruelly
discriminated against and laughed at for having heavy
accents. I go to El Salvador every chance I get because it
reminds me of who I am and what formed me. I feel proud
to have had a cultural upbringing that shaped my social
justice commitment.
When I go to El Salvador, I usually take people to see
the history of faith leaders who put their lives on the
frontlines because they couldn’t withstand the repression
suffered by the poor. On this trip, we visited the crypt
of San Oscar Romero. Archbishop Romero was a strong
courageous voice during the 1980s. He asked the
government to stop killing and disappearing people whose
only crime was demanding a dignified life.

Romero was murdered on March 24, 1980 while presiding
over communion, and he became a martyr and sign of
resistance for thousands. He once said in a homily: “If I
die, I will resurrect in the people of El Salvador.” And he
did, and those of us who grew up listening to his message
were impacted by his determination to not be silenced.
During the trip we also visited the burial site of the six
Jesuit priests that were brutally assassinated at the
Catholic University of El Salvador in 1989. Their death
brought international attention to the armed conflict in El
Salvador, which helped propel the peace negotiations that
culminated in the signing of the peace accords between
the guerrillas and the government in 1992.
Romero, the Jesuits, and the thousands of innocent
civilians who died in the conflict are symbols of a faith
that demands that we sacrifice comfort to stand up
for our values. This is why visiting El Salvador always
brings me new life and I know it did too for the pastors
that were traveling with me. Witnessing the lives of the
martyrs of El Salvador was one piece of our visit. We also
visited rural areas and learned about important work to
safeguard mangroves, the habitat of turtles and water.
We were inspired by the work of local communities doing
whatever it takes to save their towns and the planet.
We also heard of groups advocating for the human rights
of the LGBTQI community in El Salvador. We witnessed
and blessed the affirmation of a trans man at a special
service held by Comunidad Magdala, an open and
affirming congregation in a country where hate crimes go
unpunished.
This trip gave me the needed spiritual fuel to continue
fighting in my corner of the world. I pray we keep finding
ways to restore the holy vision of a world built by people
who believe in peace.
-Reverend Rhina Ramos is the National Coordinator for
Encuentros Latinx for the United Church of Christ and also
serves as the pastor of Ministerio Latino in Oakland, CA.
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Words From Pastor Lynne
Approaching this new year, I cannot help but reflect on
Isaiah 43:18-19— “Do not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” Although I
think we are called to always perceive that God is doing
a new thing, this year seems to be most fitting for that
scripture. God is doing a new thing- we have vaccines, we
have medications, and though we are still in the throes
of the covid virus, we are beginning to realize we are
not captives. We are called to learn new ways and to be
church in new ways. We know that going back to the way
things were pre-pandemic is not an option. As we live in
this new reality of covid + and life, we are to discern the
new paths of being church. We are called to flexibility
and adaptability. Adapting doesn’t mean we give up our
values as a congregation, but it does mean that we cannot
be fixed on one way, cannot be set on perfection as we
know it and cannot expect that everything will go how
we think it should go. As we learn year after year, there
are surprises, new ways of doing, new calls when we least
expect them.
We have an amazing year ahead of us. We are working
our way slowly into in person worship, actually hybrid,
church. Worship, weather and covid permitting, will be
in person as well as live streamed. We are even preparing
to continue fellowship for those who are online. We
are taking the in person church slowly and carefully.
Calling upon all of you to use your best judgment and
behavior J. If you have any concerns, underlying health
issues, feel not so good, please stay home and be with us
virtually. If you feel strong, healthy and can, join us in
person knowing that worship will be somewhat different.
Remember masks are mandatory, as are vaccinations.
Make sure you get your vaccine card or picture of it
checked. We are not sure about communion, but are
planning for that sacrament on January 2. We will hold
Sunday School starting on January 9 and are grateful
children 5 and older can be vaccinated. Fortunately the
space for the children 5 and older is large enough for
them to safely be. The nursery is another concern and
I expect families with young children will take all he
precautions they can. We will not do fellowship yet.
Things are different and will be.
Vespers will continue on Wednesdays, virtually, if we have
people attending.

January 2022

I am grateful to the team who help lead each Vesper
service—Revs. Jennifer Creswell, Janine Delaunay, Hector
Lopez, Cecil Prescod and I all take turns. Most meetings
will be virtual also because of the toll commuting in
traffic takes on the earth, as well as the individuals.
It certainly is much easier for those who have internet
access to just turn on their device to attend. We will see
what the year holds for us in regards to fund raisers and
other activities and what new ways of gathering might be
envisioned. God is doing a new thing!
My sabbatical is now on the horizon. It begins April 23. It
has been a long time coming, being postponed from last
year due to covid. This will be an entirely new experience
for me and for our congregation. The Sabbatical working
group- Rev. Linda Jaramillo, Marlon Broussard, Marvin Lynn
and Judi Pitre are working with me as I work out travel
details. They will especially be involved in the search
for a sabbatical pastor and work with ministry teams
and working groups to plan the programmatic part for
the congregation. I am grateful to them for their work
and to the Lilly Foundation for the funds to make this all
possible.
This month, we will learn more about our refugee family
and about those seeking asylum as we start off with the
refugee story of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. We welcome
Gustavo, Delia and Vilma into our congregation and are
excited to greet them in person.
Friends, I have said this in sermons, and written it, but will
continue to remind us all to be gentle with one another.
These last two years have been extremely difficult for
just about everyone, and we are worn out. But we are not
quitting. We are not done and neither is God for God is
doing a new thing. Blessings for this new year!
-Pastor Lynne

Compassionate Care
We are seeking people who have the gift of compassion
and want to use that gift to connect with others. We are
developing a new Care Team and seek people who are not
afraid of being with people who need a visit, a hearing
ear, a compassionate heart.
Contact Pastor Lynne to find out more about how you can
serve in a caring way.

Cans & Bottles Wanted
If you have cans and bottles that can be redeemed for
money and you don’t need them, Nichole Smouse Lopez
would like them. You are invited to drop them off at the
outside door to Pastor Lynne’s office after this week. If
you have too many to haul, call Pastor Lynne—(503) 3585627, and she will arrange Nichole to pick them up. She
will be collecting them for quite a while and asks that you
keep her in mind. Thanks.
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Scholarship Opportunities
Here are scholarship opportunities that your college or
college-bound student may meet the criteria and want to
apply for.

Day Center Holiday Party

• Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility is an
organization of health professionals and public health
advocates who works to protect human life from the
gravest threats to health and survival by striving to
protect our climate, end the nuclear threat, promote
peace, and advance justice. The annual Greenfield
Peace Scholarship encourages Oregon’s youth to
consider their leadership role in promoting a more
healthy, just, and peaceful world. In past years I have
been associated with the scholarship program as a
judge and as a MC at the annual Scholarship awards
ceremony. If you have any questions visit the OPSR
website: www.oregonpsr.org/2022_greenfield_peace_
scholarship_news

Various organizations, churches and places of worship
joined with Ainsworth to provide 90+ gift cards,
celebratory decorations, table settings, and prizes for a
truly joyful party on Dec. 21, 2021

• In addition, the United Church of Christ, offers a
number of leadership development scholarships to
eligible students. Please see this page for the list and
qualifications for different scholarships.

Specific details are still being tabulated but it’s never too
late to help out.
Checks can be made out to EMO (Ecumenical Ministries
of Oregon), Ainsworth UCC with notations of “The Day
Center” on the check.
Online donations are equally appreciated, again with the
notation: “Day Center”
For more information, contact Ainsworth member, Ann
Nelson: (616) 283-9636 | agbnelson@hotmail.com

• Finally, please consider the United Church of Christ
Undergraduate Scholarships which is open to UCC
members who are undergraduate students entering
their sophomore, junior and/or senior year of an
accredited four-year college or university in the
United States, in any discipline.
-The Rev. Cecil Charles Prescod,
OCC Minister of Faith Formation

Thanks for all your prayers, support, and encouragement
of the HIV Day Center.
Jesus said that helping the “least of these” is also helping
him. (paraphrase-ACGBN)

Sundays in January
Jan 2

“Another Road”
Matthew 2:13-15
Liturgist: Ann Bryan Nelson

-Ann Bryan Nelson

Jan 9

“Affirmed by Love”
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Liturgist: Darilis Garcia

Volunteer for the AUCC Severe Winter
Weather Shelter

Jan 16

“MLK Sunday”
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Liturgist: Theresa Holloway-Nunn

Jan 23

“What Has the Spirit Put Upon You?”
Liturgist: Beth Poteet

Jan 30

“Immigration Sunday”
Liturgist: Allison Brinkhorsr

Thank you for working with me to care for “the least;
humble & also grateful folks.”

The AUCC Severe Winter Weather Committee was
stretched to the limit over the last week of December
keeping the shelter open due to the string of very cold—
sometimes icy and snowy—conditions. The shelter can
only open if there is a sufficent number of volunteers. If
you have the ability to volunteer for one of 3 daily shifts
during cold spells, please contact Chelsea Penning (our
Person in Charge): call or text (520) 245-7326; or email
her auccshelter@gmail.com
-Diana Scholl
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Contribute to The Chronicle
Are you a creative person? Do you have a news item? Send
your stories, (brief) poems, interesting photos or artwork
for publication in the AUCC Chronicle for sharing with our
Church Community.
Email to: mrnicklp@gmail.com
-Editor

We Need Flowers!
The Society for the Provision of Altar Flowers (SPAF) is
always accepting flower arrangements or cash donations
towards the purchase of flowers for Sunday services.
This is an ongoing need and is always appreciated by the
congregation.
We welcome flower arrangements, or we are happy to
purchase the flowers if money is donated. Even small
donations are helpful as there is no line item in the
budget for weekly flowers and typical arrangements are
approximately $40-$50 each.
Please consider making a donation. Even $10/month
would make a big difference. Contact Christine Putnam if
you have any questions at 503-381-9575 or gcput@yahoo.
com. Or, send a check to the office with “flowers” on the
memo line.
-Christine Putnam

January Birthdays
Joseph Thomas

Sydney Bell

1/18

Nadia BroussardSmith 		
1/3

1/1

Larry Harmon

1/18

Frances McCarthy 1/5

Elsie Lundgren

1/19

Schuyler Durham 1/22

Jeffrey BartowTomalia 		

1/8

Sylvia Eagan

1/10

Anita Chimuku

1/11

Lynn Soliday

1/16

Pat Rumer

1/17

Jamie NashSedda 		

1/17

Tim Loveless

1/17

Ellen Yarnell

1/22

Don Edmunds

1/25

Joshua Malcolm
Bunyoli 		
1/26
Barbara Rogers

1/26

Sherri Dodge

1/29

Emilio
Campoverde

1/30

Thomas Dalton

1/30

Delia Carmaco, Shawn Burchfield, Dennis Harris,
Shelly Penix, Ron Pleas, Anita Chimuku, Diane Baker,
Herdy Koenig, Jean Bucciarelli, Vilma Renfro,
Dianna Gray, Chelyn Joseph, Shannon Hillis,
Jean Scott, Rev. Chuck Currie, Rev. Teresa &
Stephanie Holloway-Nunn, Craig & Claire Chabala,
Mabel Johnson, Kathy Harmon, Phyllis Nielsen,
Elisabeth Goodling, Ceilidh Kirk, Marceline Gearry,
Angela Eagan, Shiloh Rockey, Katie Ferris,
Nichole Smouse-López, Kamil López, Health Care
providers, First Responders, Farmworkers & Food
processing workers, all who have been impacted by
Covid-19, disasters, victims of gun violence and their
families, fire victims of Colorado, the UCC in all its
settings and the Earth and all Creation.

Need or want to submit to the Prayer List?
If you want prayers said for yourself or others, we can
get those prayers sent out on the prayer chain.
Contact Peggy West at: jpwest@teleport.com or call
her at 503-659-7922.
“People we pray for regularly come to receive a
very special place in our heart and in the heart of
God, and they are helped. Sometimes, this happens
immediately and sometimes over time.”
-Henri Nouwen
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6:30 PM
Officers Meeting

6:30 PM
Church Council

Zoom info
to come
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Ainsworth United
Church of Christ
2941 NE Ainsworth St. Portland, OR
97211

The Chronicle is a publication of Ainsworth United Church of Christ,
a multiracial, multicultural, open & affirming congregation.

(503) 284-8767

Submission is easy!

www.ainsworthucc.org
Church Business E-mail
office@ainsworthucc.org

Pastor
Lynne Smouse López

Mark your Calendars.
Next Submission Deadline: January 23
Email to Nick Putnam at: mrnicklp@gmail.com
Please include your name and phone number on all submissions.
Remember to support Ainsworth in your will. Consider
a bequest to “Ainsworth United Church of Christ.”

Minister of Faith Formation
Rev. Cecil Prescod
Office Administrator
Shawn Burchfield
Custodian
Ben Chimuku
AUCC Webmaster
Caleb Paul and Kathy Tymoczko
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Nick Putnam
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